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2 CIA Director Stansfield Turner- insists that if. a suitable
occasion presents itsell, he will authorize use of Amencan
journalists overseas as C1A agents. He i wrong.~2 -

~ This practice; eliminated by: George'Bush when he was-.
CIA director; should not have been revuved,«. = ’
. Turner had a full-scale argument with’ U.S’.newspaper edxsv
‘tors on this issue in Washmgton D.C; last week. Nelther sxde
‘came away convinced: ¢ <% B ‘r‘ B
Z Turner argued-that a )ournahst, m supplymg mformatxon-
10 CIA, does not need 1o slant.the news he or she writes. He-
contendsthata journalist has the same patriotic obligation as
any other citizen 1o assist his country-when the CIA decides
feisina posmon to prov:de useful mtelhgenceabout another
coumry Gl f»r' v

oo TURNER’ lS OPE RATNG WITH pre-Watergate reason-
-ing. It isn’t enough to be “clean” these days. In this suspicious
age, it is essential to sustain the appearance of being clean.
«Thxs means that American foreign correspondents, if they
are to be convincing in sending back impartial news accounts
{to the American readership, must not only be: unbiased, but .
-be-seenas bemgunbnased.-'ﬂw TS .
A{?—&" B . SM’A .
They can't«escape a tainted image xf the CIA, even under
‘limited and exceptional circumstances;may be using some of -
- them as agents. Potential news sources-will wonder as they
‘offer background.and assmtance "Is thlS‘ mformatlon ~going
.tothe CIA?" mime s e - e
-While in a very few specxfrc mstances correspondents may
e able to assist the United States by working with the CIA, in-
-a ‘great-number:of.instances,-American readers. may be- de—.;
“prived of useﬁ.tl-mformatxon bemuse- sources - will: :
,ent:.{:v{Je:;?;- xh % - \(An.- Aowpa.a

Rt '-If Turner so clearly sees this for his own agency, it:is sur-;
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'S0, WHICH IS THE MORBﬂmonccourse to stand firm
behmcL both the reality-and the appearance of maintaining
unbxased’ news, or ~of accepting:the posshllty tbat the CIA
“may be recruiting Journahsts° &
<*Turner asked the editors to bnng understandmg mmds o 1
_tils problems of restoring a-balance- between the need to-
“monitor CIA activities andthe need to! keep the CIA secret
enou,h to fulfill its intelligence mission., 23 -

, 'comnﬁttees.u'rurner lS seekmg to reduce this to two
thh ‘the” understandmv that those’ two committees” ‘containy
Congressmen who are- also rnembers [ “the other- six:com-3

- X’\I-ADDITION, E*NAT!ONA Secunty Councﬂ W
keeps'a’closer supemsxon .over, all-CIA activities, and. the
pres:dent himself must approve covert action (the attempt.to;
mﬂ"uendeactron m  other countnes thhout the-source of that

“The more people in Congress or: elsewhere who have ac-
‘Eess to information about covert activity, the more-difficuleit;
1sto get people overseas to enter into it, Turner contends.

wHe also wants to limit public access to certain secrét mes
At present, he must go to court to ask that these files, and the
names therein, be kept secret. He has had no trouble getting
court- agreement. But, he’ contends the' CIA can’ t-enlist
agents overseas when there is 2 risk' thexr names may be
made publicif a Judge doesn t gree thh the CIA mterpreta-
t!on ot need.x & .

.WHAT TURNER IS SAYXNG repeatedly, is that, mv

today’s suspicious worid, his a gency not-only needs to protect '

ats sources, it must be seen.by others.as having that ability. &

pnsmg ‘he".doesn’t see the same thmo for the Amencan
newsgathering'system:s Dm..?._. IR i
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